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RATIONALE 
The educational psychology course is designed to equip trainee teachers with relevant knowledge, skills and values that 
will enable them be competent teachers in primary schools. 

AIM 
The course aims at producing teachers who have good understanding of the child development processes and the 
significance of these processes in the learning of a child in school and the society.  
 
GENERAL OUTCOMES 

1. Demonstrate understanding of related aspects of educational psychology as it relates to the growth and learning 
needs of the child. 
 

KEY COMPETENCES 
1. Able to apply knowledge, skills and values acquired in educational psychology. 

APPROACHES AND STRATEGIES 

Lecturers and tutors are required to facilitate the delivery of the content in this course using teaching approaches 

strategies that focus on learner centeredness in order to ensure effective transfer of knowledge, skills and values to 

teacher trainees. Such methodologies should include the following teaching approaches and strategies: 

 Group and pair work. 

 Research. 

 Field trips. 

 Presentation. 

 Observation/ Experimentation 

 Inquiry.  

 Problem solving.  



 Role play. 

 Drama. 

 Modelling 

 

ASSESSMENT 

1. Continuous assessment :     50% 

                    

                   1 assignment     20 % 

                   2 Tests              30 % 

 

2. Final examination                 50% 

 

 

Educational psychology  

YEAR 1 

TOPIC  SUB-TOPICS SPECIFIC OUTCOMES 

 

1.1 INTRODUCTION TO 

EDUCATIONAL 

PSYCHOLOGY  

 

1.1.1 The Background of 

Psychology 

 

1.1.1.1 Define the concept of psychology and educational 

psychology  

1.1.1.2 Outline the trend of psychology  

1.1.1.3 Demonstrate Psychology Schools of Thought and  

branches  

1.1.1.4 Illustrate Psychology as a Scientific Discipline 

1.1.1.5 Compare and Contrast General Psychology and 

Educational Psychology 

 

 

1.1.1 The purpose of Educational 

Psychology to the teacher and 

the parent. 

 

1.1.1.1 Express the purpose of Educational Psychology to 

the teacher and the parent 

 



TOPIC  SUB-TOPICS SPECIFIC OUTCOMES 

 

1.2 HUMAN 

DEVELOPMENT 

 

1.2.1 Human Development (Nature 

and Nurture) 

 

1.2.1.1 Differentiate the controversy of Nature and Nurture 

and their role on the development of the child 

1.2.1.2 Analyze factors influencing pre-natal development 

1.2.1.3 Examine factors affecting Post-natal development of 

adolescence 

1.2.1.4 Interpret and apply methods of birth control 

 

 

 

 

1.3 THEORIES OF 

COGNITIVE 

DEVELOPMENT 

 

 

1.3.1 The concept of cognitive 

development  

 

 

 

 

 

1.3.1.1 Express the terms in Cognitive Development 

1.3.1.2 Describe the Stages of cognitive development 

according to Jean Piaget and Levy Vygotsky 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.4 LANGUAGE AND 

THOUGHT 

DEVELOPMENT 

 

1.4.1 Theories of language 

development. 

 

1.4.1.1 Analyze theories of learning and apply them to 

teaching and learning processes 

1.4.1.2 Illustrate stages of language development 

1.4.1.3 Demonstrate factors affecting language development 

1.4.1.4 Evaluate the value of language 

 



TOPIC  SUB-TOPICS SPECIFIC OUTCOMES 

 

1.4.2 Relationship between 

language and thought 

 

 

1.4.2.1 Distinguish the relationship between language and 

thought    

YEAR 2 

 

2.1 THEORIES OF 

PERSONALITY 

DEVELOPMENT 

 

2.1.1 Personality  development 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.1.1.1 Explain the meaning of terminologies 

2.1.1.2 Analyze types of personalities (Jung Eynsenck) 

2.1.1.3 Generate factors affecting personality development. 

(Sigmund Freud, and Erick Ericson) 

2.1.1.4 Correlate Psychosexual and Psycho-social 

development 

2.1.1.5 Identify ego defensive mechanisms of frustration 

2.1.1.6 Appreciate moral development of a child ( Jerome 

Brunner, Lawrence Kohlberg) 

 

2.1.2 Parenting styles and 

Bronfenbrenner Ecological 

theories of development    

2.1.2.1 Appreciate parenting styles in real life situations 

 

 

 

 

2.2THEORIES OF 

LEARNING 

 

2.2.1 Types of learning theories 

 

 

2.2.1.1 Express definitions used in learning 

2.2.1.2 Criticize theories of learning and relate them into 

teaching and learning processes  

Behaviourists theories: Ivan Pavlov, Thornike E, 

Watson GB, Sknner B.F 

Cognitive theories: Brunner and Gagne 



TOPIC  SUB-TOPICS SPECIFIC OUTCOMES 

Social and insight learning theories: Albert Bandura, 

Wolfgang Kohler 

 

 

 

2.2.2 Educational Taxonomies  

 

 

 

2.2.2.1 Apply Bloom Taxonomy Domain in questioning 

techniques  

 

 

2.3 MOTIVATION 

 

2.3.1 The concept of motivation 

Hierarchy of human needs 

theory  

 

2.3.1.1 Define terms correctly 

2.3.1.2 Describe the hierarchy of human needs according to 

the theories of the Researchers (Abraham M) 

Arousal function (Hebb) 

 Expectance function (Vroom) 

      Incentive  function (Hull)  

Need for achievement (David C. Mcclelland) 

 



TOPIC  SUB-TOPICS SPECIFIC OUTCOMES 

2.4 MEMORY AND 

FORGETFULNESS 

 

2.4.1 The concept of Memory and 

forgetfulness  

 

2.4.1.1 Express the meaning of the concept 

2.4.1.2 Show types of memory and techniques to enhance 

memory 

2.4.1.3  Recognize and Evaluate theories of forgetfulness 

 

YEAR 3 

 

3.1 INTELLIGENCE 

 

3.1.1 The nature and structure of 

Intelligence. 

 

 

 

3.1.1.1 Describe the meaning of Intelligence 

3.1.1.2 Distinguish the nature, structures and theories of 

intelligence 

3.1.1.3 Identify and discriminate the factors affecting 

intelligence development 

  



TOPIC  SUB-TOPICS SPECIFIC OUTCOMES 

3.2 EDUCATIONAL 

MEASUREMENT 

TESTING, 

ASSESSMENT 

AND 

EVALUATION 

3.2.1 The concept of educational 

measurement  

3.2.1.1 Express educational measurements  

3.2.1.2 Manipulate and interpret types of tests, assessments 

and evaluation in teaching and learning 

3.2.1.3 Outline  characteristics of a good test, assessment 

and evaluation 

3.3 INTRODUCTION 

TO 

EDUCATIONAL 

STATISTICS 

 

3.3.1 Central tendency 

Measurement of variability 

(Range and Standard 

deviation) 

 

3.3.1.1 Define the terms (mean, median, mode) 

3.3.1.2 Demonstrate the ability to calculate central tendency, 

variability  and correlation correctly 

 

 

 

 

 

3.4 Psychology and  

Educational 

Psychology to 

the Community    

3.4.1 Effect of psychology on the 

community 

  

3.4.1.1 Apply the skills and knowledge acquired from 

Psychology and Educational Psychology to the 

society.  

3.4.1.2 The responsibility of the teacher in the community 
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ASSESSMENT 

1. Continuous assessment :     50%           2.  Final examination                 50% 

         

                   1 assignment     20 % 

                   2 Tests              30 % 



 

 

 

 

 


